Reading Strategies
[bookmark: _GoBack]CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical references from it; cite specific evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.


17-Word Summaries

You, or your students, can pick ANY number between 10-20. Ask them to write a summary that contains EXACTLY that many words. 
	Benefits: 
	It not only teaches them to summarize but also teaches them to pay close attention to sentence structure and word choice. 
Quick, effective formative assessment: you can read the response very quickly to get an instant sense of who understands the text and who does not. 

Examples from Chapter 1 of Lord of the Flies 
· Ralph and Piggy are stranded, but with the help of a conch shell, they discover more kids. 
· Because of a plane crash, a group of kids are stranded on an island with no adults. 
[image: http://i.huffpost.com/gadgets/slideshows/226323/slide_226323_1017187_free.jpg]
Write a Headline or Guess the Headline

To help students refine their summary skills, you can have them create headlines for actual articles (Newsela)
	Here are some actual headlines that overstate the obvious (and are unintentionally funny):
· “Most Earthquake Damage is Done by Shaking”
· “City Council Runs Out of Time to Discuss Shorter Meetings” 
[image: http://i.huffpost.com/gadgets/slideshows/226323/slide_226323_974312_free.jpg]
After a brief description of what makes an effective headline, you can remove the headline from articles and ask them to supply their own. 

Source: Huffington Post 2012

Guess the headline: _____________________________________________

MIAMI, Fla. — The National Basketball Association (NBA) and its players union urged teams this week to come up with ideas to create social change in cities across the country. This comes after more than a year of protests over the death of African-American men at the hands of police.

Detroit Pistons coach Stan Van Gundy said he supports whatever his team decides to do. He's urging them to make an impact.

"No one can be happy with what's going on right now," Van Gundy said Friday, as NBA teams began gathering to start training camp. Van Gundy said he agrees with Golden State coach Steve Kerr that no one can say the recent shootings are not a problem. "I mean, we're shooting unarmed people — and you've got to think largely, they are seen as threats largely because of their race. I mean, it's hard to fathom," Van Gundy said.


Window Quotes (Pull Quote)
Often in longer magazine articles the editor will choose a key line or quotation and feature it in a window quote, a box placed in the article so that the text of the article wraps around it. 
	The purpose of the window quote is to lure the reader into the piece by highlighting something interesting from the article. This quote also captures the big idea of the piece. 
	Benefits:
Provides practice at selecting the most important evidence from the text. 
Teachers can ask students to justify their selections. Students can evaluate which window quotes are the most effective at supporting a specific claim. 
[image: http://www.htmldog.com/figures/pullquote.png][image: mage result for pulled quote]Students can write on a note card, put a box within the text, Cornell Notes, etc.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:teacher:Desktop:WQ.jpg][image: ]

Gallagher, Kelly. In the Best Interest of Students: Staying True to What Works in the ELA Classroom. 
Portland, Maine: Stenhouse Publishers, 2015. Print.
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California boy makes a business of
turning old skateboards into new ones

By Orange County Register, adapted by Newsela staff on 10.27.16
Word Count 594

Carson Kropfl, 11, shows off his Locker Board in San Clemente, California, October 13, 2016. Photo: Leonard Ortiz/
Orange County Register/TNS

SAN CLEMENTE, Calif. — Carson Kropfl, an 11-year-old from San Clemente, has come up
with a product idea. He thinks young skateboarders like himself around the country will like
it.

What if you could buy a form of transportation that could fit in your backpack and inside

WINDOW QuUOTE

your locker at school?
What if you could even do tricks on it?

Meet the Locker Board.

A Smaller Version Of The Original

With the support of his mother, Carrie, and his father, Keith, Carson has begun recycling
old skateboard decks into smaller new skateboards, which he refined by trial and error into
14-inch-long, rideable rounded cubes.
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Homicide victims rarely talk to police
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Mother Nature has never created something of such perfection, something that
takes Darwin's theory of evolution to the extent that a natural element can, over
millions of years, evolve into something so flawless.

The green seed of the white-flowering
climbing leguminous papilionaceous

plant, pisum sativum, has become a
dining-table favourite for good reason.

The perfect accompaniment to any
meal, the diminutive spherical
vegetable brings joy to billons
worldwide, be they fresh, frozen,
canned or dried

Even leaving aside the astounding

nutritional package, the taste explosion

and texture of a well cooked pea is

Itis not an
exaggeration to
say that peas can
be described as
nothing less than
perfect spheres of

Joy.

undeniably enough to award this deceptively simple seed the gold-medl of the

foodstuff Olympics.
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You can separate your pull-quotes with quote marks,

you can use horizontal or vertical rules or you can put

them in a box with background color but whatever you
do make a contrast from the rest of the text so that
the pull-quotes are instantly recognizable as such.
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